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the Act of 1504x. London was thus driven to concede
freedom to the outports in the important matter of shipping2,
and it was also constrained to admit a representative from
each coast town to the court when ordinances were being
enacted, though only for the purpose of giving information
and not for voting8. But it retained the powers of legisla-
tion in its own hands, and as late as 1677 York was
admonished, for its ' murmur and discontent', that " the
acts and orders we make are not required of necessity to
be acceptable and grateful to every restless and unquiet
member "4.
The Eastland Company excited less controversy than opposition
did the Merchant Adventurers. For one thing its trade was
on a much smaller scale 5; for another thing it was, as a
committee of the House of Commons admitted in 1624,
' very tractable '6, Nor was it conceived a monopoly in the
same degree7, its admission fine of twenty pounds comparing
very favourably with that of the other company8. None
the less it encountered the opposition of the interlopers, who
desired 'to trade freely7 without being 'subject to govern-
ment ', and therefore rejected the compromise proposed in
Parliament to reduce the admission fine to five marks9.
Ipswich seems to have been one of the strongholds of the
interlopers. " The Ipswich men ", said a writer in 1614,
" be the chiefest merchant adventurers of all England for
all the Eastlands for the Suffolk cloths, and they have their
factors lying all the year long in all those places''10. The
Suffolk clothiers sought to intercept the profits of the middle-
men and trade direct with their customers abroad ; and a
letter of the Ipswich merchants in 1622 complained that
the clothiers were asking high prices and showing a reluct-
1 For the Act of 1504, see supra, vol. 1.420.
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